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Food for Thought by Malcolm Hamblett

As | write this, New Hampshire has held its presidential primary and Vermont is set to hold theirs next
week. This year's slate of candidates seems to have brought out the worst in many people, including,
unfortunately, many Christians. Facebook (and, | assume, other forms of social media) is full of
comments, political cartoons and links to articles about the candidates that to me seem downright hateful
and mean-spirited; and many of them are being shared by Christians of all political persuasions.

As Christians we are certainly entitled to our opinions of the candidates and should be engaged in the
political process, but we shouldn’t be engaged in hateful and mean-spirited talk about them. Many of us
need to be reminded of James’ words in his letter: “With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and
with it we curse human beings, who have been made in God’s likeness. Out of the same mouth come
praise and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this should not be. Can both fresh water and salt water flow
from the same spring? ..., can a fig tree bear olives, or a grapevine bear figs? Neither can a salt spring
produce fresh water” (James 3:9-12).

Rather than cursing the candidates we don't like, we need to be prayerfully examining our hearts and
praying for the candidates. Luke 6:45 says, “A good person brings good things out of the good stored up
in their heart, and an evil person brings evil things out of the evil stored up in their heart. For the mouth
speaks what the heart is full of.”

What is your heart full of?




New Hours at Region Office

Effective immediately the Region office will be staffed on the following days and hours:
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays: 10:30 to 2:00 by Janet McFaul
Wednesdays: 8:30 to 4:00 by Malcolm Hamblett

Coverage on Mondays and Fridays will wvary depend

Region staff can be reached as follows:

Dale Edwards: Region office: 603-643-4201 x101; Cell: 603-252-0477; dale.edwards@abcvnh.org

Janet McFaul: Region office: ext. 101; office@abcvnh.org

Bob Wyand: Region office: ext. 103; bob.wyand@abcvnh.org

Malcolm Hamblett: Region office: ext. 104; Home: 802-824-6913; Cell: 802-375-3106;
malcolm.hamblett@abcvnh.org

2016 ABC/VNH ANNUAL GATHERING

“Empowered by the Spirit”

MAY 20-21 AT CENTERPOINT COMMUNITY CHURCH IN SALEM, NH.
Main Speaker: Dr. Jim Singleton, Associate Professor of Pastoral Leadership
and Evangelism, Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary
Friday Night Preacher: Dr. Akumla Longchar, First Baptist Church, Hudson, NH
Registration Material will be mailed to the churches later in March.

A Call to 60 Days of Prayer Leading Up to the Annual Gathering

Praying the Scriptures can be a power f ul experience. As we prepare for
Salem, NH our Region Minister, Dale Edwards, and the Annual Gathering Committee are again calling us to

enter into 60 days of prayer for the Region, beginning March 21. They encourage you to pray for the
empowering of the Holy Spirit among our churches. A devotion booklet is being prepared to help you with

that. Each day will focus on a verse or passage of Scripture about the Holy Spirit. Accompanying each

Scripture will be a brief commentary on that Scripture. There will also be selected churches and pastors,

Region staff or officials, committees, affiliated organizations and situations for which you are asked to pray

for that day.

The booklet is available on the Region website by mid-March. Go to abcvnh.org and on the sidebar on the

homepage there will be a link to the booklet. You can click on the link and either scroll down to read the

d a y Sceapture and commentary or download the entire booklet. Each day will also be posted on the

Regi on’ s Facebook page. You can |l ike us by going to Fa
and clicking “Like.” I f you would |Iike a physical cop
for a copy. 603-643-4201 or office@abcvnh.org. A suggested donation of $3.00 is requested to cover the

cost of mailing.

Discipleship:
Becoming More Like

CHRlS.I; AMERICA FUR. CHRISTUFFERING 2016
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From Our Region Minister — “Did | Just Say the Wrong Thing?”

| have been sharing sermons since | was 24 years old. A small congregation suffered through
my first attempts with patience and graciousness. If | preached too long, they let me know. If
the sermon was difficult to follow, the critique was shared. | also discovered that | could say
something in a sermon that | thought was innocent or humorous, but would cause some
people to become angry. The angriest response | have received to one of my sermons con-
cerned an illustration | used about kicking a poodle. I thought | was joking, but it was not
received thatway.| al so made an aside once t hdaveludury di
cars. That, too, provoked some sharp responses at the church door.

t hi nlk

But lately in my travels | occasionally hear some negative feedback to something | said. This is usually

shared in a church doorway, or at coffee hour. | honestly realize that | am a guest on Sunday mornings. | do

not intentionally speak to offend. Seeking to care for and support the local church and pastor means | do not

search out conflict. But several months ago | was surprised when | offended someone by using the word
“conver silloane béen diogrhat word for all of my adult Christian life. | d ikribw Sotneone would

take offense when | choose to utilize “conversion” to -descr
ing beside the road deciding whether or not to follow Jesus.

| regard myself as a reasonably good listener. | attempt to listen with respect, so as to understand and learn

from what another is saying. (I should not have talked about kicking a poodle. It frightens children.) What |

heard in the critique of myauwer df “ frcaaot dis ssaswwbanmani t
anot her person is wrong in their belief and |ife, and
implies judgement, that | am proscribing a need to another person, which is a lack of respect on my part.

| have pondered and ruminated over this particular critique. | remember that Jesus called Zaccheus out of a

tree. The Samaritan woman was so changed and excited, she ran to tell the whole village about Jesus.

Peter, Stephen, and Paul preached for people to choose the Christ. Those weeping Old Testament prophets

called a whole people back to God. Acts of repentance and experiences of grace are invaluable treasures. |

have read Confessions of St. Augustine. | know what John Wes| eglywamreadats whe
Al der slidave & grdss propensity not to love God and others, which is only corrected by Christ. | can

make grace “cheap”, wi 't hout a c¢cr oss anQdBaptisbewenants and
sometimess peak of * | e aMJiverindis chavelk ;e s s Somngimes . my faith is cold, and other

times, because | know Jesus, | simply want to know Him more. And it is good to help others move from

darkness to light, from being lost to being saved.

Lately | have been tossing a thought around in my head: Can we value community, or protect community, or
become so cautious not to fracture community, that in our vigilance to protect community, we devalue the
beloved Kingdom of God? Is it possible to begin to believe there is no choice? And if there are no real
eternal choices, what is “church” really about ?

In Christ, Dale

Prayer Concerns

1 Condolences to Rev. George Faul (retired) on the passing of his father, George Faul, who passed into
glory on January 23.

1 For the sale of the Gove Hill Retreat property.

9 For the First Haitian (French Speaking) Baptist Church, Manchester, as they seek to secure a loan
to finalize the purchase of their new church building and parsonage.

f ForRev.Ivy Merrill (i nt erim at Christ’'s Churigubs,raditianxtreabnmest. Ri v e
She hopes to finish treatment the first part of March.

1 For Rev. Robert Robertson (West Swanzey Community Church) as he recovers from cancer treatment.

ABW Scholarships Available

Remind your high school seniors, college students and seminarians that they can apply for a scholarship
from the American Baptist Women’ s Ministries of VT
downl oaded from the Region website (abcvnh.org) by
MINISTRIES >> 2016 Scholarship Applications. Applications are due April 15t
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Institute for Learning News & Courses
Spring classes for the Institute for Learning are underway. There are 7 attending the course on Pastoral
Leadership and Administration taught by Rev. Dr. Ken Lawrence and 4 attending the course on Leading
Worship and Preaching being taught by Dr. Akumla Longchar.

On February 17" a group of instructors and board members gathered together to look at ways we can teach

IFL courses over the internet. It was decided to use the Schoology platform and the instructors present were

able to create accounts and get started communicating with Schoology. Currently three courses are being

developed for internet access - IFL 105 American Baptist Churches (AB Polity), IFL301 Ethics and Moral

Character, and IFL 201 Church Leadership. (See below for details on these courses.) The Ministers Council

Board of Directors voted to fund the development of the Ethics and ABC Polity course so that new pastors in

the Region can have access to these courses to meetthe Regi on’ s or di n atltisexpectede qui r ¢
that these courses will be available for students to access in the next few months.

During the ABC/VNH Annual Gathering in May, students and mentors will have a chance to meet together to
review the mentoring program and have dinner together on Friday evening. Meeting together in support
groups and with mentors is an important part of the IFL program and recognizes the need for pastors to
develop their own support and accountability networks within the Region.

Courses to be offered over the Internet

IFL 301 - Ethics and Moral Character - meeting the requirements for ABC/VNH pastors needing a
Boundaries and Ethics course, this course examines the ethical issues faced by pastors. The purpose of
this course is to equip pastors and church leaders with the resources that will be useful for clarifying moral
responsibility in the practice of ministry. In a culture where ethical behavior is not often valued, those in
ministry positions will learn from this course that there is no room for unethical behavior in the life and
character of pastors and church leaders.

IFL 201 - Church Leadership - This is a general course for all church leaders, especially those involved in
the positions of Elders, Trustees, Moderator and Treasurer for their congregations. Christian leaders are
called upon to set the example in how they speak and act and are also required to meet certain obligations
as leaders of a non-profit corporation in the United States.

IFL 105 - American Baptist Churches - The ABC/VNH Ministers Council Board of Directors has asked the
IFL to create an internet-based course that will meet the requirements for ABC/VNH pastors needing an
ABC polity course. This is also one of the foundational courses offered by the IFL for everyone interested in
learning more about the historical and current positions that make the American Baptist Churches unique
from other denominations and willing to work with other denominations in ecumenical activities.

Amcrican 13ay \>

American Baptist Women’s Ministries VNH e
American Baptist Women’s Ministries is a Christ-centered ministry

with a commitment to encourage and empower women and girls to serve God.

We held our Mid-Winter Gathering on February 6" at the Plainfield, NH, Community Baptist Church. The
ladies provided us with an excellent lunch that was overseen by Helen, Sue and Anna Mae. There were 41
women representing 16 of our churches.

We were led by Gabrielle Hilson in very interactiv e exer ci ses i n “Praising our L
from the Psalms of David. We shared first in small groups then with the whole group.

We also heard testimony from a mother and her twins from the Georgia Plains Baptist Church who are work-
ing to be able to go to the AB Girls National Conference in Washington, D.C. in July. We were able help the
twins with their funds for the trip.
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We ended with Communion led by Rev. Dale Nicholas. This wonderful experience was organized by our
Coordinator of Church and Community Florine Hilson.

Our Spring Association Meetings will be April 10-13, Locations are being finalized by each association and
will be available soon.

Our annual Conference will be Monday and Tuesday, June 13-14 at the Coolidge Inn in White River Jct. The
theme will be “Dwelling, Discovering and Discipling.” The speakers will be announced later.

Celia Taylor, President ABWM VNH; 802-263-5254; kaela@tds.net

SAVE, SAVE, SAVE For Missions

ABWM VNH is continuing to collect the following items for missions:

Campbell Soup labels, General Mills BoxTops for Education, beverage can flip tops, fronts of greeting cards,
eye glasses, hearing aids, cancelled stamps, S&H Green Stamp books or other stamp books. For more
information or to mail your items, please contact Mrs. Josephine Clark at 938 Shelburne Rd, Apt. 2, South
Burlington, VT 05403 or 802-735-3455 or Mrs. Alys Martinson at 1 Luneau Court, Northfield, NH 03276.

25 to Life

Hello! We're excited to let you know what's happening this year. We'll send out more info and registration
details closer to each event, but for now make sure to add these dates to your calendar so you don't miss
them. 25 to Life is an initiative to support and encourage long-term ministry in northern New England. 25 to
Life seeks to foster the spiritual growth required to embrace and overcome the specific cultural challenges of
pastorates in this region. For more information, visit www.25tolifeforjesus.com/.

May 27-28: Family Retreat at Camp Sentinel, Center Tuftonboro, NH
In addition to a couple of ministry talks for the adults, there will be fellowship, good food and time to enjoy
Sentinel's beautiful 629 acres of woods and Dan Hole Pond as a family.

June 27: Family Beach Day, Hampton, NH
This is a flexible event with a few options so you can choose what works best for your family. You can come
have fun at the beach anytime during the day or attend the free dinner that evening or BOTH!

October 22: Dinner at Common Man Diner, Claremont, NH
We'll connect with other pastors and their spouses, hear some wisdom from a northern New England pastor,
and enjoy a delicious CM dinner. Childcare may be available for this event - more info coming later.

The |
Ministers
Council

Collegiality/Centeredness/Competence

News for Pastors from the Ministers Council

Dues for 2016
Ministers Council dues for 2016 can now be paid. Send your dues payment to Shirley Marcroft or pay online
by going to www.ministerscouncil.com >> SUPPORT>>JOIN.

Time Away for Pastors
Information about time away for pastors at Camp Sentinel, Alton Bay Christian Conference Center, and
Forest Haven can be found on the Region website (abcvnh.org) on the Ministers Council page.

Check out the Ministoar son@Cduwmrecirle ssouwechessi,t ei nff or mat i on
Ministry” small group, a monthly newsletter, Women in
www.ministerscouncil.com. Also check o u t t he Ministers Ccalichklteitel ' s Faceboc
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SENTINEL &

WHERE RELATIONSHIPS ARE BUILT AND LIVES ARE CHANGED

The purpose of Sentinel is to create miwgleavironment for Christian relationship building and spiritual renewal.

Within the stillness of God's creationoaigh tifie guidance of the staff,

people are moved from discovery into authentic relationships with others and with Jesus Christ.

2 Corinthians 4:16 reminds us we areinwar d1 y “ bei ng r e nRenesva is dndnyortany trutth oy .

hold on to as we abide in, walk with, remain and connect with God each day.

I am blessed to wake up each morning in the stillness of the 600 acres of camp. There is something special
in walking around camp and seeing the stillness of God through His creation; “s e ei ng” Rehewdl |
happens through connection.

This summer we will explore whatitmeans t o “ Connectcharge midahm Hi-11) and His '

encouragement for us in our personal faith journey. We will unpack the importance of walking with God,
what a life which produces fruit looks like, and how our words and actions build-up or tear-down ourselves
and others. We are given a mandate to love others, and this begins with connecting to God, and staying in
sync with God by abiding in Him.

Sentinel offers many opportunities throughout the year for youth, adults and families to come together in the
stillness of the outdoors: day and overnight camp, camping in the Pines camp area, enjoying fellowship in
the expanded Lodge for retreat or intentional personal and/or family time in our ministry retreat cabins.

| am excited as we look forward to see what God will do this summer and throughout the year. Thank you to
those individuals and churches who partner with Sentinel as a regional mission through prayer and mission-
al support.

See you on the mountaintop,
Rev. Kevin Van Brunt, President / Executive Director Sentinel Ministries

Sentinel Winter Palooooooza! Sign up now. Just a few spots left.

Friday, March 4", 6 p.m. through Saturday, March 5", 4 p.m.

For youth ages 12-16. Cost $70. Come enjoy music, a camp fire, and wiwe¢kend
you won’'t wa nydinheothronghsSaturdaylunéhdAa&tivities and tee shirt included.

Sentinel 2016: CONNECT

Summer brochures have been mailed, summer program weeks are filling up. If you need additional bro-
chures please email kevin@campsentinel.org or call the camp office at 603.539.4839 and we will get them
right in the mail to you.

Boys and Girls Overnight Camp Youth 7-15 years old

For over 60 years our camp has provided a safe, fun, Christian summer camp experience. Daily activities
include: swimming, boating, arts & crafts, teambuilding games, ropes course with zip line, rock wall, archery,
hiking, large group team sports, and many other great adventures. Each evening the entire camp gathers for

Vespers, which is a time of worship, singing and Bible study. On Friday evenings we gatheratas pec i al

car pet c ebanguetrwadreicampérs dress up for a special dinner to celebrate the week.

Check out the new 2016 promo video hot off the presses and use it to recruit kids to attend this summer:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B3b5DYh6dKmBQOp0dzNSVGJIENFU/view?pref=2&pli=1

Camp Weeks and Camp Pastors

June 26" Pastor Ned Wilson, Sugar Hill Community Church

July 37 Pastor Dean Stiles, First Baptist Church, Berlin

July 10t Dr. Joshua Price, Sentinel Alum

July 17t Pastor Chris Dunaway, Middle Street Baptist Church, Portsmouth
July 24t Pastor Anthony Amor, Missionary for Cadence International

Aug 7t Pastor David Colwell, Chalk Drawing ministry
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Summer employment
Refreshing mountain air, home cooked meals, cool off with a dip in crystal clear Dan Hole pond and serve
children through a life impacting opportunity at Camp Sentinel this summer.

Assistant Cook Camp Nurse
Positions for the summer or may be split into one week or multiple weeks.

Spring Workday — Saturday, April 30" 8am i 4 pm
Dust off the cabin bunks and help prepare the buildings and grounds for our 67" summer season!

We would not be able to operate without the help of our volunteers. Volunteer work for all abilities and skill
levels — all welcome! Lunch and group picture at 12:00. Individuals, churches and youth groups welcome!
Please RSVP to admin@campsentinel.org so we may have a count for lunch and jobs set up.

Year Round Retreats Rest. Renew. Reenergize.
Contact Pastor Kevin to book a retreat — kevin@campsentinel.org

Sentinel offers a place for school and community groups, churches and individuals to come to the 600+
acres and enjoy the stillness of the grounds. Meals are cooked to meet the individual group needs and the
Lodge offers a place for meeting and lodging throughout the year. Current open weekends: April 1%, April
8", May 6%, June 17™, September 2", October 28", November 18"

Missions

Sentinel is a Christ-centered, Bible-based summer camp experience for children. We welcome all regardless
of financial status. This past summer, with your help, Sentinel lovingly gave $23,210 in scholarship assist-
ance. We are able to do this because we are a mission before money ministry. Thank you to those who
pray and stand with us. Please consider supporting Sentinel as your local church mission so we may
reach more children for Christ’s Glory!

Amazon Smile. Help send a youth to camp when you shop

Hel p support Sentinel’s schol ar s hi pAnfazomhas setupawayfa u ma k
.5% of your purchase to go to Cdhmemeis8aeccodtoyoaandygudilc hol ar
pay the same price for items on Amazon. Amazon makes the donation above and beyond your purchase.

Simply click this link, http://smile.amazon.com/ch/20-3562406, select Sentinel as the charity and shop as

usual. Thank you for your support in helping children have a life changing Christian camp experience!

Support Sentinel
We ask for your prayers and support as we embrace the past and invest in the future! To see our most
recent wish list click here: www.campsentinel.org/support.php.

Hammond Organ for Sale

First Baptist Church of Hudson has a Hammond B3 organ with tone box (an external amplifier and speaker)
for sale for $3,000. If interested or for more information, contact the church at 603-882-6116 or
fbchudson@myfairpoint.net. -
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ABCUSA News @

ABHMS Urges Support for Syrian Refugees

American Baptist Home Missions Societies urges American Baptist individuals and congregations to take

action and speak out on behalf of Syrian refugees, recommending Church  Wor I d Service’ s (|
“How Can We Help?” resource as a starting point.

The resources includes prayers, a bulletin insert with instructions for calling Congress, & ideas for collecting
home goods to be donated to incoming families. Visit CWS at www.cwsglobal.org to access the resources.

“American Baptists and our mi ssion partners hav-e bot
come and hospitality to persons fleeing danger, seeking refuge and resett | i ng on America’ s ¢
ABHMS Executive Director Dr. Jeffrey Haggray.

Interested in Global Missions & volunteer work?
International Ministries sends out a weekly email
about volunteers in global missions. Each email
shar es a v ol unsteeperiencemolsnteéro

opportunities, and featur I M’
missionaries and how you can pray for him or her and

their ministry. To receive the emails, email IM at volunteers@internationalministries.org.

Check out what’'s happening throughout the ABCUSA.
Gotowww.abc-usa.org&c heckTlhetlLdt est News”, “In the Spotlight?”

Gotowww.abhms.org or “ Li ke” ABHM$8ww.facelfoakccen/Béikmellission) to find out
what churches across our denomination are doing, to get information on Home missionaries and ministries,
and AB Reads.

Go to www.internationalministries.orqg o r “Like” I M waow.facEbe ek ednglotdenational
Ministries) to find out more about our ABC missionaries and their ministries and to get updates.

New Hampshire Council of Churches and New Hampshire Bible Society
Go t o t he New Hampshire Counci l of Churches’ websi
http://nhchurches.org/. For info about the New Hampshire Bible Society, go to www.biblenh.org.

The Bible Saociety invites you to come by their bookstore, at 125 Airport Rd., Concord. They offer a variety of
Bibles; study, large print, pew Bibles, in many different translations and languages to meet your needs. The
Bibles are available at greatly reduced prices and often they are able to eliminate the cost altogether.

Background Checks Available
In this day and age of litigation, many churches are beginning to put into
place safe child procedures. This includes doing background checks on
those interested in working with |chil dr en wﬁfth Regi on
promote organizations not affiliated with us, but Group offers a back- BACKG“UND
ground check service that appears| to be re\pmab €. It
watch™ background Forh enork s infdrmation go to
http://wwv.group.com/shepherds-watch/.
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American Baptist Mission Support Update
VERMONT & NEW HAMPSHIRE MISSION GIVING Year-to-Date thru January 2016

$ 1,200 13.0%
$  (177) -59.0%
$ (375 -24.8%
$ 195  16.3%
$  (122)  -6.0%
$ 2106  60.9%
$ (1,418) -66.8%
$ 479 383.2%
$ (174  -7.8%
$ (2815 -68.7%

$ (4,788) -15.9%

A publication of ABC/VNH - Edited by Malcolm Hamblett
Send items for publication to malcolm.hamblett @abcvnh.org.
Deadline for submissions for the April newsletter is Monday, March 14.
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